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University of Indianapolis
School for Adult Learning

Course Syllabus
Child and Adolescent Development, PSY 220-AUl

First Class Meeting: Thursday, October 2 @ 6:00 p.m.
Recurring Class Meeting: Thursdays @ 6:00 p.m.

Class Location: Please contact the SAL office for
location.

Instructor: Margaret-Ann Keaton, Psy.D.

e-mail: keatonma@uindy.edu

Contact Information: Email is probably the best way to
contact the instructor. Dr. Keaton also will be
available before class, during breaks, and after
class.

Text: Shaffer, D.R. & Kipp, K. (2007). Developmental
Psychology: Childhood and Adolescence. (7™ed.). Belmont,
California: Wadsworth/Thompson Learning, Inc.

Course Description:

This course recognizes the importance of
developmental phenomena and changes that occur from infancy
through adolescence. Additionally, this course emphasizes
the importance of contemporary societal changes and
influences on child development and adolescent identity
formation.

Course Prerequisite: PSY 110, PSY 111 or PSY 120

General Learning Objectives:

In this course we will explore a number of basic processes
of human development. The class places a particular focus
on cognitive, personality and social changes during
childhood and adolescence.

Specific Learning Objectives: By the end of this course,
you will be able to
1. discuss key concepts in child development;
2. explain the classic theories of childhood and
adolescent development and their contributions to
contemporary psychology;
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3. identify the changes that occur in thinking,
personality, and social interactions between
childhood and adolescence;

4, describe the basic methods used by psychologists
to study child development; and

5. write a course research paper using the American
Psychological Association (APA) format; and

6. apply insights from the course to everyday

experience (e.g., parenting, guidance,
relationships, mentoring, day care, counseling,
education, etc) and to your development.

Grading Basis and Events:

There will be a midterm exam, a four to five page course
paper using APA writing guidelines, and a final exam in
this course to determine the final grade for each student.
Exams are multiple-choice and matching. All grades will be
based on a straight scale (i.e., 95% or above = A, 94%-90%
= A-, 89%-88% = B+, 87%-85% = B, 84% - 80% = B-, 79% to 78%
= C+, 77%-75% = C, 74%-70 = C-, 69%-68% = D+, 67%-65% = D,
64%-60% = D-, 59% or below = F). The percentage breakdown
will be as follows:

Exam 1 (week 3, over weeks 1 & 2 readings) 30%
Course Paper (due week 4) 35%
Exam 2 (week 5, over weeks 3, 4 & 5 readings) 35%

EXTRA CREDIT OPTION:
Students can earn up to 10 extra credit points with proof
of attendance at a writing lab to work on course paper (5
pts per writing lab).

Assignments:

For the first class session, you should (1) come prepared
to discuss the assigned readings (Chapters 1 & 2) in the
textbook and (2) come prepared to discuss at least one
aspect of child and adolescent development that you find
particularly interesting or troubling. For instance, do
you believe there is a crucial period for language
acquisition? Is sibling rivalry a natural developmental
occurrence? Why is it that children can learn a second
language easier than adults can? In what ways might
homelessness impact childhood development? Why do some
children not show scars of abuse? Why are you different
than your siblings raised in the same household? Are
individuals 1like Ted Bundy, Dylan Klebold, and Ed Kemper
“born bad” or “made bad” in childhood? How are you
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different now than when you were an adolescent? In what

ways are

you the same?

Reading assignments will be as follows:
Chapters 1, 2

Chapters 9, 11

Chapters 10, 14

Chapter 15, 16

Chapters 12

Class Calendar:
Class #1, Thursday, Oct 2

Class #2,

Class #3,

Topic:

Readings:
Activities:

Assignments:

Read Prior to Week 1:

(Introduction/Theories)

Read Prior to Week 2:

(Intelligence/Emotional)

Read Prior to Week 3:
(Language/Aggression/Moral)

Read Prior to Week 4:

(Family/Extrafamilial)

Read Prior to Week 5: (Self-

Concept)

Introduction and Developmental
Theories

Chapter 1 & 2 prior to class
Introductions; syllabus review; review
assigned readings; review APA writing
guidelines; class activity; watch &
discuss video.

Come prepared to discuss chapters 1 &
2; and come prepared to discuss one
area of developmental psychology you
finding interesting or troubling

Thursday, Oct 9

Topic:

Readings:
Activities:

Assignment:

Development of Emotions and
Intelligence

Chapters 9 & 11 prior to class

Review assigned readings; concept
check; class exercise; review
intelligence test

Come prepared to discuss chapters 9 &
11

Thursday, Oct 16

Topic:

Activities:

Assignment Due:

Development of Language, Aggression,
Morality, Conscience
Discuss chapters 10 & 14; concept
check; class exercise; watch & discuss
video clip

Exam I
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Class #4, Thursday, Oct 23

Topic: Family and Extrafamial Developmental
Influences
Activities: Exam I back; discuss chapters 15 & 16;

watch video clip; study game review
for Exam II
Assignment Due: Paper

Class #5, Thursday, Oct 30

Topic: Self-Concept Development, Identity
Activities: Discuss Chapter 12
Assignments Due: Exam II

Course Policies and Procedures:

Since the Accelerated Degree Program is an intensive
academic program, it is expected that students attend every
class. Since such a large amount of material is covered in
lecture, class activities, and in videos during class, you
should not expect to earn an A if you miss a class. While
it is not impossible to earn an A if you miss a class, it
is unrealistic. If you miss a class, it is your
responsibility to get lecture notes and handouts from
another student. Any student who does not attend the first
night of an accelerated class will be dropped from the
course. This could affect your financial aid including
student loans. If you find you have been dropped from the
attendance roster, please contact the SAL office
immediately.

Late Papers WILL be graded at *» points (17.5 possible
points vs. 35 possible points). Papers are to be submitted
in hard copy NOT via email and WILL NOT be accepted after
the 5" class. Papers sent via email ARE NOT reliable and,
thus, not acceptable. No exceptions. Papers are required
to follow standard APA guidelines for editorial style and
reference citations. It is recommended that you purchase
or borrow a copy of the APA Publication Manual. You also
may want to consider taking a writing-lab in the library.

Permission to take make-up exams will be given on a case-
by-case basis, at the sole discretion of the instructor.

University of Indianapolis students are expected to adhere
to the ideal of academic integrity in all academic work.
Academic honesty and respect for the work of others are
considered inviolable tents of an institution of higher
education. Plagiarism and cheating are contrary to the
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idea of academic integrity and are not tolerated.
Plagiarism is defined as presenting the work of someone
else as one’s own. Cheating is defined as dishonesty of
any kind in connection with assignments or examinations; it
applies to both giving and receiving unauthorized help.
Students guilty of plagiarism or cheating are subject to
disciplinary action that may include failure in the course
involved or expulsion from the University. The
disciplinary action is dependent upon the judgment of the
instructor and the provost. Regulations concerning
academic misconduct are described in detail in the Student
Handbook, available from the Office of Student Affairs.
(Taken from the Academic Catalog 2005-2007, p. 52).

If you have a disability that may have some impact on your
work in this class and for which you may require
accommodations, please inform me immediately so that your
learning needs may be appropriately met. Students with a
disability must register with the Services for Students
with Disabilities office (SSD) 1in Schwitzer Center 201
(317-788-3297/ www.uindy.edu/ssd) for disability
verification and for determination of reasonable academic
accommodations. You are responsible for initiating
arrangements for accommodations for tests and other
assignments in collaboration with the SSD and the faculty.

Message from the Instructor:

I consider myself a developmentalist and love teaching this
class! In my opinion, understanding the developmental
process is crucial for explaining and predicting human
behavior.

Instructor Background:

Margaret-Ann (Margie) Keaton has taught at SAL since 2003.
She was voted the Most Outstanding Accelerated Adjunct
Faculty 2007 by SAL students and staff. She has taught
Brain and Behavior, Forensic Psychology: Criminal Mind,
Forensic Psychology: Law Enforcement, Psychology of
Personality, Child and Adolescent Development, and
Introductory Psychology. She is Assistant Professor and
Director of Student Services for the graduate programs at
the School of Psychological Sciences (SOPS), where she also
teaches Forensic Psychology: Criminal Behavior, The
Psychopathology of Crime, and Psychology of Personality,
and Introductory Psychology. She earned an undergraduate
degree in psychology with honors and a minor in criminal
justice from Purdue University. She earned a masters degree
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in clinical psychology from the SOPS at the University of
Indianapolis. She earned a doctorate in clinical
psychology with a concentration in child and adolescent
development at UINDY as well. She is a published author in
the areas of assessment and personality disorders in
forensic populations. Her doctoral dissertation—The
Conceptualization of Personality Disorders iIn Serial
Murder—is available in the campus library.

Course Paper

The paper should be 4-5 pages long, 12-pt font, typewritten
and double-spaced. The paper should be written following
APA guidelines. The paper is worth 35 points. Late papers
will be graded at *» points (17.5 possible points vs. 35
possible points). Papers are due at the start of the 4
class. Papers will NOT be accepted after the 5™ class.

The objectives of the course paper are to (1) demonstrate
your ability to apply psychological concepts from this

course to you and your life and (2) demonstrate your
ability to follow APA writing guidelines for editorial
style and manuscript preparation. Students are to select

one of the following topics or may write on some/any
combination of them.

*An analysis of my development

*An analysis of my child’s development

*How I see myself using psychological concepts learned
in this class

in my daily life/ my career.

*Things I understand better about myself/others after
taking this class

Course Paper Grading Key

10 points Identify and define five (5) psychological
developmental concepts covered in class (e.g.,
attachment, Freud’s stages of development,
developmental continuities, sensitive-periods of
development, temperament, delinquency,
development of self, etc.)

10 points Demonstrate understanding of each of the 5
psychological developmental concepts by clearly
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applying each concept to personal daily life.

15 points Follow APA writing style guidelines, including
*Expression of Ideas: writing style, grammar,
language bias;

*Editorial style: typos; punctuation, spelling,
capitalization, italics, abbreviations,

quotations, headings, and numbers; and *Sources:
reference citations in text, reference list.
* 3 point will be deducted for each error in

writing style over 3 up to a maximum for 15
points.

1 point will be deducted for each page under 4 or over 5.



