
 

University of Indianapolis 

School for Adult Learning 

 

Course Syllabus 

 

Forensic Psychology: Criminal Mind  

PSY 470-AU1 

3 credit hours 

 July 16  -  August 13, 2008 

 

 

First Class Meeting:     Wednesday, 07/16/2008 @ 6:00  

Recurring Class Meeting:    Wednesdays @ 6:00 p.m.  

 

Class Location:  Please contact SAL Office for room 

location 

 

Instructor: Margaret-Ann Keaton, Psy.D 

Email:  keatonma@uindy.edu 

 

Instructor Availability: Email is probably the best way to 

contact the professor between classes.  Emails are checked 

every morning and every evening.  The professor also will 

be available to students after each class. 

 

Text: Fulero, S.M. & Wrightsman, L.S. (2009). Forensic 

Psychology (3
rd
 ed). United States: Wadsworth. 

ISBN: 0-495-50649-2 

 

Catalog Description: 

Class provides an introduction to Forensic Psychology. 

Topics include history of the relationship between 

psychology and the law; procedural and ethical issues; the 

many diverse roles and responsibilities of forensic 

psychologists including assessment, treatment, consultation 

and expert testimony, research, and influencing public 

policy.   

 

Course Description:   

     This course will provide you with an overview of forensic 

psychology.  The course will include textbook material, 

journal articles on blackboard, lecture, and videos 

relevant to the area of forensic psychology. The emphasis 

will be twofold.  First, the class will focus on the 

translation of various legal standards into psychologically 

meaningful concepts. Second, the class will explore various 

mailto:keatonma@uindy.edu


psychological approaches for answering the age-old question 

of “Why do people behave the way they do?”  

 

Course Prerequisite: PSY 120 

 

General Learning Objectives:  

In this course we will explore a number of topic areas that 

fall within the domain of forensic psychology, including 

the history of the relationship between psychology and the 

law; the roles and responsibilities of forensic 

psychologists; procedural and ethical issues; techniques of 

criminal investigation and psychological evaluation; and 

how to meaningfully apply psychological concepts to legal 

standards. We also will explore the mind of Jeffrey Dahmer.    

 

Specific Learning Objectives: By the end of this course, 

you will be able to 

1. explain what forensic psychology is; 

2. apply psychological research, theory and practice 

to the answering of legal questions; 

3.   define potential role conflicts and ethical 

issues applicable to forensic psychologists; 

4.   explain how psychology can be useful to the legal 

system by applying the knowledge, techniques, and 

instruments available to psychologists.  

5.   apply insights from the course to everyday life   

     and to real case examples.  

 

Grading Basis and Events:  

There will be two take-home question and answer (Q&A) 

assignments, an applied case study paper, and a final exam.  

All grades will be based on a straight scale (i.e., 95% or 

above = A, 94%-90% = A-, 89%-88% = B+, 87%-85% = B, 84% - 

80% = B-, 79% to 78% = C+, 77%-75% = C, 74%-70 = C-, 69%-

68% = D+, 67%-65% = D, 64%-60% = D-, 59% or below = F).  

The percentage breakdown will be as follows: 

 

 

Assignment I (given week 1, due week 2)  15%  

Assignment II(given week 2, due week 3)  15%  

Applied Case Study Paper (due week 4)  30% 

Final Quiz (week 5)     40% 

 

Assignments:   

For the first class session, you should come prepared to 

discuss the assigned readings. Additionally, come prepared 

to discuss one aspect of forensic psychology that you find 



particularly interesting or troubling. For example, do you 

believe in the death penalty? How do you feel about 

chemically castrating pedophiles? Do you think it is 

possible to fake insanity? How do you feel about waiving 

adolescents to adult courts? Do you know someone who was 

incarcerated for a long period of time? If so, how does he 

or she behave differently than before the incarceration?  

 

Reading assignments will be as follows: 

Read prior to Week 1   Chapters 1,2 

Read prior to Week 2      Chapters 4,5, 

                          Blackboard: Experts on Acceptable Tests 

Read prior to Week 3      Chapter 6 

                          Blackboard: Psychopathy          

Read prior to Week 4      Chapter 15 

Read prior to Week 5      Study for Exam    

                             

Course Calendar: 

 

Week 1:  July 16, 2008 

 Topic:    What is forensic psychology? Roles and  

               responsibilities 

 Reading:  Chapters 1, 2 (48 pages) Read prior to this  

               class meeting. 

 Assignments Due: 

       Come prepared to discuss one aspect of forensic  

   psychology that you find particularly interesting 

       Or troubling (see questions posed above) 

 Assignment I:   Due week 2 

 Activity:   Video presentation 

 

 

Week 2: July 23, 2008 

 Topic: Investigative techniques.  Sanity and insanity. 

 Reading: Chapters 4, 5 (49 pages.) Read prior to this   

               class meeting 

               Blackboard article: Experts on Acceptable Tests 

               Read prior to this class meeting. 

 

    Assignments Due: 

Turn in Assignment I Q&A: Experts on Acceptable Tests.   

 

Week 3: July 30, 2008 

 Topic: Dangerousness/risk assessment.  

 Reading: Chapters 6, Read prior to this  

               class meeting. 

       Blackboard article: Psychopathy Read prior to  



               this class 

  

 Assignments Due:  

  Turn in Assignment II Q&A: Psychopathy 

  Activity: Power Point Presentation  

    Video 

    

Week 4: August6, 2008 

 Topic: Death penalty 

 Reading: Chapters 15 Read prior to class  

   meeting. 

 Assignments Due: 

   Applied Case Study Paper due  

 Activity: Discuss Case Conceptualization 

   Final Study Game 

   Pizza Night (optional)     

 

Week 5: August 13, 2008 

 Topic:  

 Reading:  

 Assignments Due: 

     

 Exam:  Final Exam (multiple choice) 

  

Course Policies and Procedures: 

Once a student is registered for this class, the student 

with be able to access various journal articles and Indiana 

criminal codes relevant to the class on electronic 

Blackboard.  Students use the same username and password as 

used for Uindy email. Go on line as if you were accessing 

your email. After you enter as a student, before clicking 

on email, click on Blackboard.  From there, a login box 

will appear and you can login there. Then, you should see 

PSY470-AU1, Forensic Psychology: Criminal Mind listed.  

Click there and you should then be into Blackboard. 

Articles and information are posted to Blackboard for the 

convenience of students.  Any student who has difficulty 

accessing Blackboard should contact an advisor or the Help 

Desk at 788 - 6145.   If any student, for whatever reason, can 

not access Blackboard, then it is the student’s 

responsibility to obtain copies of the posted course 

documents from another student.  

 

Since the Accelerated Degree Program is an intensive 

academic program, it is expected that students attend every 

class.  Based on the amount of information covered in 

lecture, videos, and in-class assignments, any student who 



does not attend every class should not expect to earn an 

“A” in this accelerated class. While it is not impossible, 

such an expectation is unrealistic. A student who does miss 

a class is responsible for making arrangements to obtain 

class notes from another classmate.  

 

Students who register for classes are responsible for 

contacting the SAL office to withdraw from a class.  Your 

name will NOT automatically be removed from a class roster 

because you miss the first class. Failure to contact the 

SAL office to withdraw could affect your financial aid 

including student loans.  

 

University of Indianapolis students are expected to adhere 

to the ideal of academic integrity in all academic work.  

Academic honesty and respect for the work of others are 

considered inviolable tents of an institution of higher 

education.  Plagiarism and cheating are contrary to the 

idea of academic integrity and are not tolerated.  

Plagiarism is defined as presenting the work of someone 

else as one’s own.  Cheating is defined as dishonesty of 

any kind in connection with assignments or examinations; it 

applies to both giving and receiving unauthorized help.  

Students guilty of plagiarism or cheating are subject to 

disciplinary action that may include failure in the course 

involved or expulsion from the University.  The 

disciplinary action is dependent upon the judgment of the 

instructor and the provost.  Regulations concerning 

academic misconduct are described in detail in the Stude nt 

Handbook , available from the Office of Student Affairs.  

(Taken from the Academic Catalog  2005-2007, p. 52). 

 

If you have a disability that may have some impact on your 

work in this class and for which you may require 

accommodations, please inform me immediately so that your 

learning needs may be appropriately met.  Students with a 

disability must register with the Services for Students  

with Disabilities office (SSD) in Schwitzer Center 201 

(317-788-3297/ www.uindy.edu/ssd) for disability 

verification and for determination of reasonable academic 

accommodations.  You are responsible for initiating 

arrangements for accommodations for tests and other 

assignments in collaboration with the SSD and the faculty. 

 

Students should provide a self-addressed, stamped envelop 

to accommodate return of the applied case study paper. 

Use your home address as the return address in case the  

http://www.uindy.edu/ssd


Post office returns the envelop. 

 

 

Message from the Instructor: 

For over a decade, I have been fascinated with the study 

and research of crime from a psychological perspective, in 

particular, serial murder.  Through my graduate training, 

academic research, work experience at Plainfield Juvenile 

Correctional Facility, clinical practicum experience at 

Indiana Women’s Prison, and internship at Quinco Behavioral 

Health Care, I have come to view criminal offenders as 

existing on a continuum, ranging from serious repetitive 

offenders to occasional offenders who offend at some point 

in their lives, usually during adolescence.  My perspective 

and focus of this class is that meaningful theory, well-

executed research, and skillful application of knowledge to 

crime require an understanding of the many levels of events 

that influence a person’s life course—from the individual 

to the individual’s family, peers, schools, neighborhoods, 

community, culture, and society as a whole.   

 

Instructor Background: 

Margaret-Ann (Margie) Keaton has taught at SAL since 2003. 

She was voted Faculty Member of the Year 2007 by SAL 

students and staff.  Dr. Keaton has taught Forensic 

Psychology: Criminal Mind, Forensic Psychology: Law 

Enforcement, Forensic Psychology: Criminal Behavior, The 

Psychopathology of Crime, Brain and Behavior, Psychology of 

Personality, Child and Adolescent Development, and 

Introduction to Psychology. She earned an undergraduate 

degree in psychology with honors and a minor in criminal 

justice from Purdue University. She earned a masters degree 

in clinical psychology from the School of Psychological 

Sciences at the University of Indianapolis.  She earned a 

doctorate in clinical psychology with a concentration in 

child and adolescent development from the School of 

Psychological Sciences.  Her doctoral dissertation—The 

Conceptualization of Personality Disorders i n Serial 

Murder —is completed and available in the campus library.  

 

 

   

 

 

 


