
University of Indianapolis School for Adult Learning 

SAL 280 AU3---Fairy Tales Across Cultures---Session 3:  Summer 2008 
 

Monday:  6:00 PM to 9:45 PM          Professor:  Mary Beth Bagg           

Office:  Office of the Registrar, Esch Hall 131          Office Hours:  8:00 AM to 4:30 PM 

Telephone:  788-3219   E-mail: bagg@uindy.edu 

Classroom: Esch Hall 164 
  

TEXT:  Tartar, Maria.  The Classic Fairy Tales.  New York:  Norton & Company, 1999. 
  

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

1. To understand the nature of fairy tales as a legitimate literary form that transcends 

national borders. 

2. To view fairy tales within the context of historical and cultural frameworks. 

3. To develop and promote discussion and interaction with the members of the class. 

4. To develop analytical, critical thinking and writing skills. 

 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

1. Compare and contrast multiple instances of the same fairy tale type. 

2. Apply historical, biographical and cultural information in analyzing the evolution of fairy tales 

types and the genre in general. 

3. Use analytical skills and suggest ideas that demonstrate critical thinking about fairy tales. 

4. Use critical thinking skills in developing ideas for the final research paper assignment. 
 

CONTACTING THE INSTRUCTOR 

Generally, I am in my office daily from 8:00 A.M. until 4:30 P.M. except for meetings (of which, I have 

many! UGH!).  The best method to contact me is via email (bagg@uindy.edu), however, I do not check it 

on weekends.  Also, there are multiple persons working in the office, who will take messages for me 

should you call and find that I am not available. 
 

COMPOSITION OF THE FINAL GRADE 

There is one group assignment, which comprises 20% of the final grade for this course.  Class time will be 

given to work on this assignment.  Some group work and/or planning will need to be done outside of class.  

Most can be done by telephone and email sharing, if your group is careful to plan and works well together, 

dividing and conquering as appropriate.  Individual work represents 80% of the total grade.  Details on 

assignments may be found in the latter part of this syllabus.  Attendance counts! 
 

  INDIVIDUAL ASSIGNMENTS:  GROUP ASSIGNMENT 

Fairy Tale Index Cards ............. 300 Fairy Tale Construction ..... 200 

Research Paper ......................... 350 

Attendance & Participation ...... 150 

 

GRADING SCALE: 

A ................ 1000-940 C ................... 774-740 

A- ................. 939-900 C- ................. 739-700 

B+ ................ 899-875 D+ ................ 699-680  

B ................... 874-840 D .................. 679-650 

B- ................. 839-800 F ....................... 649-0 

C+ ................ 799-775 

 

mailto:bagg@uindy.edu
mailto:bagg@uindy.edu
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SERVICES FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 

If you have a disability that may have some impact on your work in this class and for which you may 

require accommodations, please inform me immediately so that your learning needs may be appropriately 

met.  Students with a disability must register with the Services for Students with Disabilities office (SSD) 

in Schwitzer Center 206 (317-788-6153 / www.uindy.edu/ssd) for disability verification and for 

determination of reasonable academic accommodations. You are responsible for initiating arrangements 

for accommodations for tests and other assignments in collaboration with the SSD and the faculty. 

 

UNIVERSITY-WIDE LEARNING GOALS 
The University of Indianapolis is an AQIP accredited university, dedicated to continual quality 

improvement.  As a part of the university, the School for Adult Learning commits to the same learning 

outcomes and the ongoing assessment of them.  The learning outcomes are as follows: 

 Social Responsibility—In the area of social and personal responsibility, students in the School for 

Adult Learning are responsible for their own learning, connect the ethical and socially responsible 

practices presented in the classroom to the worlds in which they live, and understand that their 

behaviors affect society.  Both forms of responsibility involve moral obligation to self and 

community, and rely upon such virtues as honesty, self-discipline, respect, loyalty, and compassion. 

 Creativity—In the area of creativity, students in the School for Adult Learning generate, appreciate, 

and evaluate new possibilities, alternatives, and ideas which enable them to see the world in new 

ways. 

 Critical Thinking—In the area of critical thinking, students in the School for Adult Learning 

intentionally apply higher-order thinking to reach evidence-based conclusions. 

 Performance—In the area of performance, students in the School for Adult Learning write, speak, 

compute mathematically, and are technologically literate based upon the standards established by 

SAL. 

Note:  Not every learning outcome will be emphasized in each class; however, successful students will 

have demonstrated all four outcomes upon completion of the SAL curriculum. 

 

FAIRY TALES ACROSS CULTURES---TOPIC AND READING SCHEDULE 

Readings for Class 1 (July 14) 

 Introduction (ix-xviii) 

 Little Red Riding Hood (3-24) 

Take special note of the various versions of LRRH, making notations to assist 

you in the class discussion. 

 Bruno Bettelheim:  The Struggle for Meaning (269-273) 

 Zohar Shavit:  The Concept of Childhood and Children’s Folktales:  Test Case-

Little Red Riding Hood (317-332) 

Topics for Class 1 (July 14) 

 Purpose and objectives:  consideration of course content, methods, terminology, and 

assignments. 

 Index Card discussion and in-class assignment. 

 History and development of fairy tales:  the oral tradition and the coming of the 

fairy tale as a genre. 

 Introduction 

 Little Red Riding Hood 

 The Concept of Childhood and Children’s Folktales:  Test Case-Little Red Riding 

Hood. 
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Readings for Class 2 (July 21) 

 Beauty and the Beast (25-73) 

 Snow White (74-100) 

 Sandra Gilbert & Susan Gubar:  Snow White & Her Wicked 

Stepmother (291-297) 

Topics for Class 2 (July 21) 

 Types of the Folktale 

 Folklore and Literature 

 Morphology of the Folktale 

 Beauty and the Beast 

 Snow White 

 Snow White & Her Wicked Stepmother 

 

Readings for Class 3 (July 28) 

 Donald Haase:  Yours, Mine & Ours?  Perrault, the Brothers Grimm and the 

Ownership of Fairy Tales (353-364) 

 Cinderella  (101-137) 

 Bluebeard (138-178) 

 Maria Tatar:  Sex & Violence:  The Hard Core of Fairy Tales (364-373) 

Topics for Class 3  (July 28) 

 Yours, Mine & Ours?  Perrault, the Brothers Grimm and the 

Ownership of Fairy Tales 

 Cinderella 

 Bluebeard 

 Maria Tatar:  Sex & Violence:  The Hard Core of Fairy Tales 

 Group Work:  Fairy Tale Construction 

 

Readings for Class 4  (August 4) 

 Hansel & Gretel (179-211) 

 Bruno Bettelheim:  Hansel & Gretel (273-280) 

 Hans Christian Andersen (212-245) 

 Robert Darnton:  Peasants Tell Tales:  the Meaning of Mother Goose (280-291) 

Topics for Class 4  (August 4) 

 Hansel & Gretel 

 Bruno Bettelheim: Hansel & Gretel 

 Hans Christian Andersen 

 Robert Darnton:  Peasants Tell Tales:  the Meaning of Mother Goose 

 Group Work:  Fairy Tale Construction 

 

Readings for Class 5 (August 11) 

 Oscar Wilde (246-265) 

 Jack Zipes:  Breaking the Disney Spell (332-352) 

 Topics for Class 5  (August 11) 

 Oscar Wilde 

 Breaking the Disney Spell 

 Research Paper  (DUE AT THE START OF CLASS) 

 Final wrap-up and discussion  
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DAILY INDEX CARD ASSIGNMENTS 

 

NOTE: Whenever referring to a fairy tale or critical reading on these cards, be sure to list the full title and 

page reference!  Cards are due in at the start of each class unless otherwise indicated in the topic/content 

section below with IN-CLASS CARD.  (You choose the size of the card!) 

 

Class # Card #  Topic/Content 

 

Class 1 1  Compare any two versions of Little Red Riding Hood, highlighting 

   two similarities and two differences among them. 

 

Class 1 2  How does Roald Dahl change the stereotype of Little Red Riding 

   Hood in his two poems?  What effect did this have on you as a  

   reader?  

 

Class 1 3 Do you agree that Fairy Tales helping the formation of “social roles” 

  for children?  Would your response to this question be different it you were 

answering a century ago? 

 

Class 1  4 Bettelheim contends that fairy tales speak about a child’s severe 

  inner  pressure in a way that a child unconsciously understands. 

  Choose a tale that we read for today and propose how that might occur in 

Bettleheim’s view. 

 

Class 2 5 State three (3) things you learned in class today. (IN-CLASS CARD) 

 

Class 2 6 Fairy tales thrive on “conflict and contrast” according to Maria Tatar 

(introductory section of text).  Discuss with examples from the text. 

 

Class 2 7 Compare and contrast Snow White and her Wicked Stepmother.  Thinking 

about the article from Gilbert & Gubar, has your opinion of these two female 

characters changes?  And, if so, how?  Why? 

 

Class 2 8 What is the topic you will develop for your research paper?  List the topic 

and three initial ideas you want to develop for your assignment. 

 

Class 3 9 How did the life and times of the Brothers Grimm influence the style and 

content of their fairy tales?   

 

Class 3 10 List two things you learned about the Charles Perrault in your readings for 

today that contrast him from the Brother’s Grimm. 

 

Class 3 11 Who owns fairy tales, how do they find a place in today’s modern world? 

 

Class 3 12 List and comment on two important ideas from Tatar’s article on Sex and 

Violence. 

 

Class 4 13 State Three (3) things you learned in class today. (IN-CLASS CARD) 
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Class # Card # Topic/Content  
 

Class 4 14 How are the fairy tales of Hans Christian Andersen different from the tales 

we have previously encountered in this course? 

 

Class 4 15 What is the Meaning of Mother Goose as proposed by Robert Darnton’s 

essay? State two main points from the reading that impressed or intrigued 

you! 

 

Class 4 16 In Bettelheim’s writing about Hansel and Gretel, he suggests this tale has 

something to do with a child’s ability to problem solve. Discuss. 

 

Class 5 17 How did Disney adapt literary fairy tales for the screen and what changes in 

the institution of the genre resulted?  

 

Class 5 18 State two things you discovered about Oscar Wilde in your reading. 

 

Class 5 19 Which tale that you read for this course was your favorite or the one  

  that made you think the most?  Why? 

 

Class 5 20 Did this class change your view of fairy tales and their significance? 

  How? (IN-CLASS CARD) 

 

RESEARCH PAPER   ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Your final project is to choose an author, fairy tale type or other critical topic from this course and to develop 

a research paper around that theme.  This is a research paper that must be appropriately notated with sources 

and a bibliography. This cannot just be YOUR opinion!  It must be a paper based in sound research and 

credible sources.  Academic integrity, including citations for all source material used in your paper is 

mandatory.  This assignment should be 5-7 pages in length and double-spaced.  Topics will range from a 

biographical view of a particular historical figure prominent in the body of literary tales to a study of a 

particular tale type.  The more interesting you find this assignment, the more attention and diligence you are 

likely to exhibit in its presentation.  DUE AT THE START OF CLASS 5.  We will discuss your findings on 

the last day of the course as a way to share individual work with the class. 

 

SOME STUDY TIPS AND ADVICE FOR THIS COURSE 

 

 Do not let the reading overwhelm you!  If you take a list of reading 

assigned for a given week and divide those up over the days 

between class meeting, it becomes less daunting and much more 

manageable. 

 Since you are reading multiple versions of the same basic tale, it 

may be helpful to make notes for yourself to keep them clear in 

your mind. 

 Pay attention to the assignments for each week, including the index cards that are due.  Don’t get 

caught losing needless points by forgetting a card or two. 

 Have fun with this course.  We will learn together and have a good time in the process! 
 

  


